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dour Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished si 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From "First Voyage ‘Round the World by Magellan.” 
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A "CRISIS" - OR THE INCREASING THREAT OF MILITARISM? 


May, 1948 


By ANNALEE STEWART 


The present crisis in world affairs is more and more 
showing the lack of and absolute need for constructive leader- 
shi fe is a time of momentous decisions that will either 

a out the doom of civilization as we know it, or will create 
the beginnings of a new era. While the people pray for 


more men are put under arms in various parts of 


peace, 
world, and more billions of dollars are put into research for - 


death. This is the road to destruction. 

The President, in his March 17th message, made dramatic 
use of the crisis technique, implying that our country is in 
a serious position which requires a greatly expanded military 
establishment. If we are in a real crisis, why are we being 
propagandized with the idea that expanded military prepara- 
tions are really peace measures? Why did Secretary Royall 
on March 25th tell the Senate Armed Services Committee 
that war is not imminent and that “if war were imminent” 
we would need an all out effort? Surely others must see the 


inconsistency in trying to sell conscription to the people both — 


as a crisis measure and as one which will avert crisis. 

The Administration really wants peacetime conscription 
established in principle—the camel’s nose under the tent. 
Secretary Forrestal told the Senate Committee that when “the 
long term program (UMT) is adequately functioning, we 
should be able in a more peaceful world to curtail or eliminate 
the short term program.” In other words, indefinite peace- 
time conscription is desired, whether it is called Selecti 
Service or Universal Military Training. It looks as if we are 
really being put on a gradual war footing so that the American 

ople, against their will, may be dragged into a so-called 
‘preventive war” (which is really a war of aggression), or else 
the present situation is being used to give the military more 
control over the American people. © 

The American people have looked to Congress to guard 
against military control over our civilian government. Yet 
they read in the Army and Navy bulletin of January 18, 1947, 
that “today the Army has virtual control of foreign affairs.” 
They read in Business Week, of September 14, 1946: “Partly 
by design, partly by default, federal support of pure science 
is today almost mg under military control.” In the 
fields of education, labor, industry and public relations the 
military have been gradually exercising more and more in- 
fluence. If Congress now gives to the military the permanent 
ae to take each succeeding generation of boys for military 
indoctrination, wherein shall we differ from those nations we 
have formerly criticized as militaristic? 


In the past few weeks I have talked with more than sixty 
Senators and Representatives. I have found them deeply 
concerned about the world situation. Most of them have 


accepted the proposal to insure our national security 
coming the strongest military power in the world. — 
a policy of peace by intimidation, rs a creatin 
fear in other nations that they would not dare risk 
with us. This means competition for arms, strategic 
raw materials, and allies. It means a complete change i 
political and economic life. We would be forced 
strict government planning and control that we wo 
giving up most of those values which we have considered 
worth defending. 

If we plan a “preventive” war, civil liberties will be 
curbed, living standards will be reduced and labor will be 
conscripted. This plan would mean an unbelievably — 
and devastating campaign. To atomize the Kremlin wo 
not be enough. The Russian Army would probably fan out 
over Western Europe, the Middle East and China. Would we 
follow her and atomize one country after another in the vain 
hope of stopping Communism? Would we try to occupy and 
rule a vast area, radioactive or filled with peo 
whose homes and faith were gone? No! This method would 
bring us nothing except the contempt and hatred of those 
who were left. 

There is another alternative: the repeated attempt to find 
a constructive policy to develop power with other nations. 
This means strengthening the United Nations instead of by- 
passing it. This means demanding the calling of the 
General Assembly to consider the UN resolution for World 
Disarmament proposed in December, 1946. We must develop 
power to increase life—the standards of living of people every- 
where—instead of increasing our ability to multiply death. 

Each member of the WILPF, as a citizen in a democracy, 
must take a personal responsibility now to make known to 
her Senators and Congressmen, her reasons for opposi 

Ask for 


. Selective Service, UMT, and the drive toward war. 


calm, reasoned leadership in the direction of peace. 

I cannot believe that America is so devoid of imaginative 
leadership, men of vision, courage and insight, that she would 
choose war which would destroy most of 

umanity rather seeking cooperation with i 


We must make this risk of faith! 
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WELCOME 


All of the Michigan Branches of the WILPF wish tu 
extend a hearty welcome to delegates and members who plan 
to attend the Annual Meeting. 

In thesé days of hysteria and fear we all look forward 
to the spiritual and intellectual nourishment that comes from 
joining together in objective study and action toward our 
goal of a constructive peace. 

Holiday House, delightfully situated on Pine Lake near 
Pontiac, is an ideal spot for such a gathering and will provide 
the kind of intimate atmosphere we enjoyed at Haverford, 
Pendle Hill and similar meetings held in the past. 

Plans are being made for a comprehensive Labor Insti- 
tute. Detroit’s unique position in the automotive and industrial 
field make it eminently suited for such a study. The Friday 
night dinner and other program arrangements you will find 
elsewhere in detail. 

It is twenty years since Michigan last had the honor of 
being host to a WIL Annual Meeting. We hope you will come 
from far and wide and that our geographic location will in- 
sure a maximum attendance at this important time in history. 

Every effort is being made to smooth your way. Problems 
of transportation between Detroit and Holiday House are in 
capable hands. Meals will be served at Holiday House on a 
cost basis except for the Friday luncheon and dinner. 

We urge you to make your reservations early and also 
to inform us as soon as possible just when and where you are 
arriving so that you may be met. 

Again, Welcome! 
— JEANNETTE CLEARY, 
Michigan Chairman. 


INTERNATIONAL WORK 


The increase in international members is encouraging. 
Between January 1947 and March 8, 1948, we have gained 
327 new members, but our total is less than 25% of the total 
membership. If we could reach an international membership 
equal to 60% of the total, that would pay our quota for 
the support of the Geneva Office. One Branch has reached 
the 60% goal for the year. Congratulations to you. Each Inter- 
national. Member receives the Iniernational Letters giving 
news from branches throughout the world. Are you really 
working for the 60% goal? 

It is hoped that by the end of this year, each Branch 
will have “adopted” one Branch abroad, or one or more 
members to whom they will send food, clothing, or printed 
material and letters, at least monthly until next harvest time. 
Have you seen our “Overseas Kits” ? 

Palo Alto, California, was a leader in adopting the 
Munich Branch. Berkeley, California, has adopted Duisburg; 
Massachusetts State has adopted Bremen; Drexel Hill, Penn- 
sylvania, Liverpool. Nineteen other Branches have reported 
the adoption of members. Some of these members are in 
regions where a branch can not be organized now. 

I have the names of many of our leaders abroad. Can 
you help some of these women who are in key positions for 
molding public opinion? I will be happy to hear from you. 

Our branches have reported a variety of activities for 
promoting better understanding of world problems. In addi- 
tion to the Branch programs, the following are given: co- 
operation with other organizations and with schools; radio; 
institutes; forums; study groups; letters to newspapers: 
“dinners with unseen guests,” at which letters were read from 
members abroad. 

Has a report been sent to me from your Branch? It 
would be a record to have reports from 100% of the branches. 

Shall we meet in Detroit? If you do not bring to our 
Annual Meeting some suggestions for improving our inter- 
national work, will you please mail them to me? My address: 

— HARRIET CARTER, 


Chairman, International Work. 
Hotel Schenley, Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 


WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGL 
Annual Meeting M. 


"DEVELOPING WORL 
HOLIDAY HOUSE, PINE L 
THURSDAY, MAY 13 


Morning Session 
10.30 National Executive Committee, Rest Cottage 
Registration beginning at 12 noon 
Fee $1.35 (including Labor Institute) 
Afternoon Session 
2.00 Welcome by State President, Mrs. Jeannette Cleary 
Appointment of Resolutions Committee 
2.30 Report of the President, Mrs. Annalee Stewart 
The U. S. Section and World Leadership 
Reports of the National Secretaries S/ 
The Role of the WILPF and Other Organiza- M 
tions in Developing World Leadership 
Mildred Scott Olmsted 
Arousing Local Communities to Their Responsi- 
bility for World Leadership—Gladys Walser 
Discussion of Branch Problems ~ 
Gladys Walser and joan Williams 
Panel of State Presidents Ad 
5.45 Adjournment 
Dinner 
Evening Session 
7.39 Developing World Leadership Through Legisla- 
tive Activities 
Work on the Hiil with Government Agencies 
Katharine Lee Marshall, Legislative Secretary 
Annalee Stewart, President 
Presentation of Policies and Program for 1948-49 
Olive I. Reddick, Chairman 
Discussion 
9.45 Resolutions 
10.00° Adjournment 


FRIDAY. MAY 14 


Labor Institute, Chairman, Meta Riseman 


Fee $1.00 (unless combined with general Ev 
registration ) 

Christ Church, Cranbrook, Bloomfield Hills. 

Mich. 


Morning Session 
10.00 Labor Legislation, Roy Reuther, Admin. Asst. to 
International Vice-Pres., UAW-CIO 
Militarism and Labor, Samuel Jacobs, Educ. Rep- 
resentative, United Automobile Workers, CIO 
12.30 Luncheon at Christ Church ($1.50) 
Discussion of Civil Rights, speaker: » SU 
Maynard C. Krueger 
Afternoon Session 
1.30 Labor Institute. Chairman: Jean Wilcox. 
President, Minnesota Branch 
Labor’s Political Role, Maynard C. Krueger. 
Professor of Economics, Chicago University 
of Education, Arthur Elder. 
ice-President. American Fed. 
4.00 Adjournment 
6.00 Bus leaves Holiday House for Detroit Dinner 
Evening Session 
6.30 Dinner: Metropolitan YWCA, Detroit. ($2.50) 
Mrs. Annalee Stewart, Nat’l President, presiding 


IMPORTANT: 


Let our Michigan Headquarters, 5461 Brush St., Detroit 2. Mi 
arrange transportation. 
pecial buses have been ordered t y | 
ee red to carry members from | 
Mrs. George T. Hendrie and Mrs. Gordon Fearnle t 
Philadelphia Office is mimeographing maps of Holiday Hows 
Plan to make up automobile parties and divide expenses. 
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LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM 
» May 13-16, 1948 


WORLD LEADERSHIP" 
=, PINE LAKE, MICHIGAN 


Militarism or World Disarmament? 
Miss Mabel Vernon, on Bogota Trip 
Speakers: John M. Swomley, Jr., 
Director, National Council Against 
Conscription, Washington, D. C. 
Disarmament Panel Discussion: 
ry Mrs. Annalee Stewart, Dr. Gertrude Bussey. 
: Mrs. Mildred Scott Olmsted, Dr. Olive I. Red- 
dick, Mrs. Gladys D. Walser, Mrs. Katharine 
Lee Marshall, Miss Mabel Vernon 
SATURDAY, MAY 15 
Morning Session 
9.15 Discussion of Program and Policies 
10.30 Nominations from floor to National Board 


si- POLLS CLOSE 
er 12.15 Resolutions 
pr 12.30 Luncheon—Developments in our International 


WILPF—Dorothy Medders Robinson 
Afternoon Session 
2.00 How the WILPF Prepares Its Members for World 
Leadership Through: 
Finance—Katharine McC. Arnett, Finance 
= Chairman, Finance Committee 
Finding New People—Joan Williams 
Membership Secretary 
Discussion 
3.30 Four Licuts—-Elizabeth Tolles, 
49 Editor, Four Licuts 
4.00 Literature—Marjorie Thompson, 
Chairman, Literature Committee 
Discussion 
5.00 Announcement of New Board Members 
5.15 Resolutions 
5.30 Adjournment 
6.30 Dinner, Holiday House 
Evening Session 
7.30 How The WILPF Prepares for World Leadership 
Through: 
International Work—-Harriet Carter, 
Chairman, International Work Division 


rv 


to Inter-American Work—Heloise Brainerd, 
Chairman, Inter-American Work Div. 

Discussion 

10 8.30 Resolutions 


9.30 Adjournment 
+ SUNDAY, MAY 16 


9.00 Worship 
9.30 How the WILPF Develops World Leadership 
Through: 


Work for Human Rights——Meta Riseman 
-Chairman. Human Rights Division 


y Discussion 
10.30 Contacts With the Public-—Edith Brickelmaier 
' Chairman. Public Relations Division 
Discussion 


11.30 Resolutions 

1145 Unfinished Business 
) 1.00 Adjournment of Annual Meeting 
1g 2.30 Meeting of New Board 


troit 2. Michigan, know when you plan to arrive so that Michigan 
bers from Pine Lake to the Friday Dinner Meeting in Detroit’ and 
irnley must know as soon as possible about hospitality desired. 


liday House location which will be sent to members upon request. 
ses. 


RECIPROCAL TRADE PROGRAM IN 
DANGER 


In these days of extreme national excitement over inter- 
national and domestic election-year developments, there is 
grave danger that an extremely important but unsensational 
battle in Congress will be lost by default. On June 12, 1948 
the Reciprocal Trade Agreements Act will expire. 


This measure, first passed in 1934 and renewed on four 
occasions since, gives the President power to raise or lower 
U. S. tariffs in return for similar concessions by other nations. 
Since 1934 it has been a cornerstone of our foreign economic 
policy. It is absolute prerequisite even to the existence of 
an International Trade Organization, for other nations would 
see no reason to commit themselves to trading on a freer, 
multilateral basis without at least this guarantee of U. S. 
willingness to continue progressively to lower her own tariff 
harriers to foreign 


Mutual reduction of trade barriers is a policy we have 
quite rightly demanded of the -sixteen European nations to 
receive aid under the European Recovery Program. Europe 
must import to subsist, but she must export to be self-support- 
ing. She can never become self-supporting unless there are 
adequate markets for her exports. Adequate world markets 
demand increased imports by the U.S. The U. S. must, there- 
fore, keep down her own trade barriers as well as prime the 
European economic pump with ERP if Europe is to be able 
to support herself in four or any number of years. 

Foden, the future prosperity of our own country 
will depend upon an expanding and flourishing world trade, 
for we too will need stable foreign markets for our goods. 
In fact, one very important reason for our current effort to 
assist Europe is that an economically healthy and self-support- 
ing Europe is vital to the whole system of world trade on 
which all our fortunes depend. 

Powerful special interests which have always opposed 
Reciprocal Trade Agreements are now hard at work to delay 
action in Congress. Their success, or the general _public’s 
failure to assert loudly its interest, was apparent when House 
Republican leadership indicated not long ago that no defini- 
tive action is planned for this session. 

H. J. Resolution 335, introduced by Rep. Robert L. 
Doughton, would extend RTA in its present form for three 
years. Letters should go at once to Speaker Joseph W. Martin, 
Jr.; Rep. Charles A. Halleck; Harold Knutson (Chairman, 
House Ways and Means Committee); and your own Con- 
gressman (especially if he is on the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee) urging enactment of this measure before June 12. 
Address for all is House Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


—KATHARINE LEE MARSHALL. 


New 


The Militarization of America 

This 32 page report issued by Albert Einstein, Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher and other authorities, describes the inroads of the military into 
many areas of our government and life. It is a carefully documented 
record of military influence in the United Nations, in the formulation 
of our foreign policy, on national economy, over science, in education, 
and in other important fields. All those interested in fighting militariza- 
tion will want to read this report. Copies are 10c each, 12 for $1. 


Still No Amnesty 

A 20-page pamphlet on “President Truman’s ‘phony’ amnesty”. 
It states that, in reality, no amnesty has been granted, and that the 
situation is made even worse by the fact that the President’s gesture 
was received in good faith by the majority of Americans. This report 
is put out by the Committee for Amnesty which was formed in 1945 
to work for the release of imprisoned objectors to war and conscription, 
and for the restoration of civil and economic rights to them, and to 
objectors already discharged from prison. The wide distribution of 
these pamphlets will be a great help to the work of the Committee. 
Order them in quantities and distribute them among your friends. 
Copies are 10c each, 12 for $1, and 25 for $2. 


The pamphlets described above may be obtained by sending your 
order to the National Literature Department, 2006 Walnut St., Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 


Pamphlets 
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New Status for WILPF 


Members will be interested to learn the good news that 
on recommendation of ‘the United Nations Committee on 
Arrangements for Consultation with Non-Governmental Or- 
ganizations, the United Nations Economic and Social Council 
on March 3, 1948, admitted the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom to Consultative Status B. Our Inter- 
national Organization is looking forward to strengthening its 
ties with the Economic and Social Council and its organs and 
will do everything in its to 
tin ce on the basis of freedom and full equality. 
— GERTRUDE BAER. 


Peace Train 


Californians were urged to “speak up for Peace” by 
organizing a Peace Train, modeled after the Friendship Train 
that gathered food for Europe in its trip across the country 
a few months ago. 

The Peace Train left California April 21 to carry its 
message of peace and a plea for a constructive foreign policy 
to other sections of the country and finally to the nation’s 
Capitol. Peace Train riders are asking for a return to the 
American tradition of peace and justice through a federal 
union of states and for a restoration of civilian control of 
our government and its diplomacy. They ask that our govern- 
ment summon at once all nations to a world constitutional 
convention like that at Philadelphia in 1787 so that we can 
work through a supranational government to stop aggression 
and totalitarianism. 

The Committee wants nation-wide support. Gladys Greene, 
President of the Los Angeles Branch of the WIL asks for the 
help of WIL members all over the country. Write the Presi- 
dent and members of Congress that you support the Peace 
Train. Contributions teward the Peace Train should be sent 
to Dr. Robert B. Pettengill, Chairman, Southern California 
Committee for the Peace Train, 4238 La Salle Avenue, Los 
Angeles 37, California. Write to the Committee for further 
information. Perhaps you can organize a Peace Train in your 
state. 


The Pulse of the W.I.L. 


All of us wish occasionally we could feel the great 
throbbing pulse of the WIL. It has been my privilege as the 
new membership secretary to visit some of our branches this 
spring and feel this dynamic core or spirit. 

_ We seem to have one real need. I know that we will 
continue to withstand the creeping paralysis that is gripping 
the nation today, but it is urgent to widen our circle and draw 
in the people who need the WIL program. Do you feel that 
all of us should stretch every sinew to meet this urgent need? 
There is no question but that the job is going to become in- 
creasingly difficult. We are unquestionably bucking the tide. 
But bucking the tide is the job of a peace league, and in the 
present international situation we must pour all our resources 
into seeking out those who can help. Every single member 
has a crisis job now. We must each, in however remote or 
overorganized a spot, ask ourselves what we are doing to 
strengthen the work of the League and to draw in new mem- 
bers. As individuals and as branches we must have active 

rograms and good leadership. For there are many Jewish, 

egro, Catholic and foreign-born women who would like to 
find an international, liberal, and peace-committed program 
to Won't you them to find it? 

The pulse of the WIL runs deep and strong. It beats 
for the good of all people. It is quickening now to answer 
the world’s great challenge and to meet the crisis of the human 
community. 

— JOAN WILLIAMS, 
Membership Secretary. 


Vital American History 


APPOINTMENT ON THE HILL, by Dorothy Detzer. Henry 
Holt and Company, $3. . 


The Detzers all enlisted, so far as strength allowed, in 
World War One; and gave to it one son’s life. 


The Red Cross found Dorothy too young, and she went 
to Hull House as a worker, and lived in the lovely climate 
Jane Addams diffused. After the war, she worked with Friends’ 
Service in Vienna, and on the “Volga Famine Front” in 
Russia. Out of these experiences she found that “I had to 
work for peace.” And her first job was to be for twenty years 
the WIL’s Washington self: the Peace Lobbyist of her time 
and nation. 


This highly readable book, beginning rather youthfully, 
rises steadily in drama and characterization: from the know- 
ing portraits of the four kinds of lobbyists to the quiet heart- 
ache of the failure of Naval Limitation, and the ominous sad- 
ness of Mr. Hoover as she pressed the question why limitation 
must fail? The scene of that long interview is very haunting 

.. sad .. . convincing. 


The climax of the narrative is the international event 
of the munitions investigation. Of the eight or ten best portraits 
in the book, the two a finest occur here: Senator Norris 
and Senator Nye. These two chapters, “The Bloody Traffic” 
and “Peddlers of Death” are indeed memorable. 


The most touching, searching part, however, is the sor- 
rowful section on Liberian affairs, “Let My People Go!” A 
heartache follows the reading of it, and the temperature of 
national self-respect becomes subnormal. It is good for us to 
experience these feelings. Dorothy Detzer does us a favor 
by invoking them. 

The singular air of unreality which, to me, prevades the 
account of the Communist rioting, I believe must come from 
Dorothy Detzer’s possessing no personal friends among Com- 
munists. In old age, if not before, one realizes that no human 
being exists—far less groups of us—without redeeming quali- 
ties. What Quakers affirm, “There’s that of God in every man,” 
we find to be true, I think invariably, when we succeed in 
knowing any human spirit well, and survey him kindly. This 
seems particularly important for the lovers and servants of 
peace to attempt, when any section of mankind is under 
persecution in our own country. 

On page 110 occurs something extremely important. In 
February, 1932, the Disarmament Conference opened in 
Geneva, Dr. Bruning, the German Republic’s Chancellor, made 
an impassioned plea . . . “The German Government ask that 
their own disarmament be followed by general disarma- 
ment. ...” This plea was supported by Litvinov, who, on 
February 9, tossed into the Conference the Soviet’s mon- 
umental plan for total and universal disarmament. Never be- 
fore nor since has any nation produced such a comprehensive 
blueprint for peace. But it was overwhelmingly defeated. 
Support for it came from only three nations—the German 
Republic, Turkey, and Persia. 

As I laid down the book, I thought, “Adolescents should 
have this book on the school and college shelves for its flash- 
light illuminations in neglected quarters, such as peace.” 


— SARAH CLEGHORN. 


NATIONAL LITERATURE OFFICE 
Jane Appams House 
2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 


Please send me———copies of Dorothy Detzer’s book, APPOINT. 
MENT ON THE HILL at $3.00 each. 1 enclose my check or guy 
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